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CHAPTER 3. Center IRB Membership

3.1 Membership Requirements
Each IRB shall have at least five members. The IRB shall consist of persons of varying backgrounds knowledgeable
of the experimental environment and conditions to provide a complete and adequate review of research activities
conducted by the institution or investigator. The IRB members shall be experienced, possess adequate expertise,
and sufficient familiarity to exercise due diligence and consideration in the sensitive matters of race, gender, ethnic,
and cultural backgrounds, and prevalent community attitudes toward human experimentation, to promote respect for
IRB advice and counsel in safeguarding the rights and welfare of human research subjects. The cognizant NASA
Center Director shall appoint the members of the IRB and select a full-time, senior-level NASA employee as the
Chairperson. The members must have the competence required to review the research activities involving human
subjects covered by this NPG and to determine the acceptability of the proposed research relative to applicable laws,
safety regulations, health standards, and ethical codes. The Chairperson shall designate one of the members as his
or her alternate. 

3.2 Cultural Diversity
The IRB shall include culturally diverse members not entirely of one gender or race and shall include (1) a member of
the Center's Safety and Mission Assurance Office; (2) at least one member whose expertise is in a nonscientific
area such as medical ethics; (3) at least one member cognizant of the operational aspects of the aerospace or
aeronautic environment if appropriate; (4) at least one member who is not otherwise affiliated with NASA who is not
a part of the immediate family of a person affiliated with NASA; and (5) a subject representative. In the case of
Johnson Space Center (JSC) IRB, an astronaut usually serves in this function. The JSC IRB shall also include a
NASA-employed physician. The Center Office of Chief Counsel shall provide legal advice to the IRB. 

3.3 IRB Conflict of Interest
No IRB member may participate in the review of any proposal in which that member has a conflicting interest, except
to provide information requested by the Board.

3.4 Nonvoting Expert Consultation
The IRB may invite nonvoting experts to help review and resolve special or difficult issues which require competence
beyond or supplementing that available on the Board.

3.5 Recording Secretary
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The recording secretary shall be appointed by the Chairperson of the IRB for recordkeeping and for general
administrative Board functions.

3.6 Term of Appointment
IRB members shall be appointed for a 3-year term and can be reappointed at the end of their term. The Center
Director cannot remove IRB members from their positions before the end of their terms except in cases of
misconduct.
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